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Rabbi Yitzchak Sultan Maggid Shuir, Curriculum Developer.

Pot covers and Teapots

Rav Moshe Feinstein held that one cannot use the pot cover of a soup pot to strain
the soup through the opening, keeping the vegetable or noodles behind, even if he
desires the soup, because he is using a utensil to select the desired soup.[1]

Chazon Ish[2] writes that tea
leaves mixed into tea in a
teapot can be separated by
being poured through a slotted
spout of the teapot.[3] Ketzos
Hashulchan([4] and Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach[5]
were lenient as well because
they hold that any kli that is
designated  for  immediate
consumption after the borer
isn’t a kli borer. So too, the
teapot is always used for borer
before immediate consumption
and is permitted. However, so-
me poskim, including the Rav of Debreczin zt”l, disagree and maintain that one
cannot use a teapot with a slotted spout.[6]
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However, everyone agrees that it is permitted to pour the tea through the teapot’s
slotted spout if the tea leaves have settled on the bottom of the teapot and one
pours slowly, as long as one leaves some tea at the bottom. [7]
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[1] Halachos of Shabbos [Borer fn. 241] quoting Rav
Moshe Feinstein zt’l. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”|
[Shemiras Shabbos K'hilchasah [ch. 3 fn. 176]] and Rav
Elyashiv zt"| agree. Ayil Meshulash [ch. 7 fn. 103] and
Orchos  Shabbos [1:3:76] agree. However, Orchos
Shabbos [v. 1 ch. 3 fn. 83] quotes Rav Shmuel Auerbach
zt”l who held that it is not a kli borer and is just a way of
avoiding getting one’s hands dirty.

[2] 53 s.v. Min ha’amur.

[3] Ayil Meshulash [ch. 7 fn. 84] explains that Chazon
Ish’s reason is that since the teapot was made to pour tea
and not to separate between the tea leaves and the tea, it
is not a kli borer. Rav Chaim Kanievsky [Taama D’kra n.
41, cited by Orchos Shabbos v. 1 ch. 3 fn. 86] testifies that

in practice they were lenient in Chazon Ish’s home. Rav
Ovadia Yosef [Yachava Daas 2:51] is also lenient and his
reason is that he writes that most people would not care if
the tea leaves got into their tea. In that case, it is permitted
to strain out the leaves based on se’if yud.

[4] 125 Badei Hashulchan 21.

[5] Shemiras Shabbos K'hilchasah [ch. 3 fn. 140]

[6]Piskei Shabbos vol 3 page 10. Kaf Hachaim [319:113]
also seems to forbid this type of teapot. Orchos Shabbos
[v. 1 ch. 3 fn. 85] quotes Rav Shmuel Auerbach as
forbidding because the theories which do not consider it a
kli borer have no basis.

[71 Ayil Meshulash [7:30] and Orchos Shabbos [1:3:77]
based on se’if yud daled.
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The Halachos of Ribbis:

Fundamentals

The Prohibition of Ribbis

The Severity of the Prohibition

The Tur (Y.D. 159) begins his discussion of the laws of
ribbis by saying “M’od m’od tzarich adam lizaher
b’ribbis” — “a person must be very, very careful not to
transgress the laws of ribbis”. Lending money with
interest is a profitable way to make an income and an
accepted practice in society. Furthermore, the lender
could excuse himself by claiming that the borrower is
happy to pay interest in order to receive a loan.
Therefore, the Tur warns us to be “very very careful”
to avoid transgressing this prohibition.

One who lends with interest can transgress up to six
Torah prohibitions, and anyone involved with the
loan, including the witnesses, the scribe, the
guarantor, and even the borrower himself, is guilty of
various Torah prohibitions (Bava Metzia 75b). This
may include a lawyer, a broker, a notary public, and

even office workers who help facilitate the deal.

Ribbis Agreements

The mere signing or consummating an arrangement
involving ribbis is prohibited, even if no ribbis is
ultimately collected (Bava Metzia 62a). Therefore,
before signing or facilitating the signing of any written
agreement between Jews, one must ensure there are
no clauses that might be considered ribbis. If one has
any doubt about a document’s terms or language, he
should consult with a rav who is well versed in the
laws of ribbis before proceeding. If a prohibited
arrangement was agreed upon, the contract must be
destroyed and no ribbis may be collected (Y.D.
161:11).

If the agreement is being signed merely for legal
reasons, but the borrower and lender clearly have no
intention of charging ribbis, it would be permitted to
sign such a document. Still, it is best to write up a
separate document which clearly states that the clause
was put into the loan document for legal reasons only,
and that no ribbis will actually be charged. Similarly,
if necessary [as is the case in Eretz Yisrael] one may
contract with a Jewish-owned utility whose agreement
contains ribbis clauses for late payments, as long as
the user always pays on time so as not to be in a

position where he would have to pay ribbis.

Lending and Borrowing from a Non-Jew

Ribbis is only prohibited between Jews. If either the
lender or borrower is a non-Jew, there is no
prohibition of ribbis. [This may not apply if any of the

other parties, such as the guarantor or partner, are je-

wish, see below.] Furthermore, an interest-free loan to
a non-Jew is considered like a gift and is only
permitted in instances where the prohibition of lo

sichaneim would not apply.

According to some contemporary Poskim (Bris Yehuda.
See Chut Shani who permits it in all cases), if one lives
in a city where most commerce is between Jews, it is
preferable to avoid lending to non-Jews, even with
interest, if it is not necessary for his basic income.
Even according to these Poskim, it is permitted to
accept ribbis d’rabbanan from them, such as by putting

one’s money in a non-Jewish bank which pays interest.
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Lending to a Mumar

A Jew who is considered a mumar (renegade), such as
one who is mechallel Shabbos publicly, is in some
respects treated as a non-Jew in halachah (Avoda
Zarah 26b, Tosafos s.v. Ani).

It is important to note that borrowing money with
ribbis from a mumar is definitely prohibited. Since he
is a Jew, he is prohibited from accepting ribbis;
therefore, if a Jew were to pay him interest on a loan,
he would lifnei iveir,

transgress facilitating a

prohibition.

However, there is a dispute among the Rishonim as to
whether it is permitted to lend money with ribbis to a
mumar. The Shulchan Aruch (Y.D. 159:2) rules that it
is permitted, but the Rema says that it is preferable to
be stringent if possible. According to some Poskim,
one may be more lenient to lend with interest if the
mumar is not associated at all with the religious
community, thus making it very unlikely that his
children will return to Torah (Shach ibid).

The Poskim point out that in order to avoid any issue,
one should not lend money to a mumar altogether,
because if it is permitted to accept interest from him,
then one would be required to do so, as mentioned
above with lending to a non-Jew. If one must lend
money to a mumar, it would be best to get him to sign
a heter iska, which permits lending with interest
according to halachah. If even that is not possible, one
may rely on the majority of Rishonim who permit
lending to a mumar with interest (Igros Moshe Y.D.
3:39).

Today’s Secular Jews

It is a matter of debate whether the secular Jews of
today are in the category of mumar. The Chazon Ish
(Y.D. 1:6) famously says that most secular Jews today
are in the category of tinokim shenishbu, those who
are incapable of being aware of Jewish practice, rather
than mumarim. One who had no way of learning
anything about Judaism is not considered a mumar.
The Chazon Ish held that although today’s secular Jews
raised near a Jewish

may have been religious

community, since they grew wup with constant
provocation and propaganda against religion, it is
considered as if they had no chance of learning from
the nearby religious Jews and they are therefore
categorized as tinokim shenishbu, until they are
exposed to enough proper outreach. According to his
opinion, it is forbidden to lend money to secular Jews
with ribbis. Rav Moshe Feinstein (Ibid) and many other
contemporary Poskim disagree and do consider most

secular Jews in our times to be mumarim.

Lending to a Corporation

Several Acharonim, including Rav Moshe Feinstein
(Igros Moshe Y.D. 2:63), propose that the Torah only
prohibits charging interest on loans that create a
personal liability. A loan that does not create any
personal obligation on the borrower, such as those
taken by an LLC (limited liability corporation), is a
loan that is not subject to the laws of ribbis according
to halachah. Consequently, even a Jewish-owned legal
entity may borrow money with interest, provided that
there is no personal obligation on the borrowers, even
as a guarantor. However, a Jewish-owned LLC may not
lend to a Jew with interest, because the borrower
would be personally obligated to repay the loan and
all the laws of ribbis would apply. However, many
other Acharonim reject this leniency, and argue that it
should not be relied upon, even for ribbis d’rabbanan,
unless other mitigating circumstances apply (Minchas
Yitzchak 3:61).
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A Clinician's Guide to Shabbos in Scrubs (Part 1)

hen discussing Shabbos in healthcare
W settings, the conversation typically centers ar-
ound Shemiras Shabbos—how to navigate and
minimize violations of the melachos of Shabbos. The
focus is often on avoiding prohibitions rather than
embracing the sanctity of the day. However, this
week's parsha remind us of the broader essence of
Shabbos: "Zachor es yom hashabos"—Shabbos is not
only about avoiding work but also about positive
mitzvos, and observances that define its holiness.
There are four halachik elements to observing
Shabbos: two from the Torah and two from Divrai
Kabalah (neviaim). The first is the Torah's mandate of
"Shmirat Shabbat," which

refraining from prohibited halachik work (melachot).

"Shamor" or involves
The second "Zachor," or remembering Shabbat, is
another Torah commandment, celebrated through the
remembering of Shabbos throughout Tefila, Kiddush,
and Havdalah. The last two elements are the precepts
of honoring Shabbos (Kavod) and enjoying Shabbos
(Oneg).

1. Preparing for Shabbos: Showering and Dressing the
part for Shift

The obligation of honoring Shabbos (Kavod Shabbat)
is in the preparation for Shabbos. The Shulchan Arukh
teaches that the basic components of Kavod Shabbat
are washing one's face, hands, and feet in hot water
before Shabbos. The Rama extends this practice to
include bathing the entire body (OC 260:1). In
modern times, the Mishnah Berurah highlights that our
enhanced daily hygiene allows us to fulfill this
component of Kavod Shabbat by simply washing our
face and hands (260:4). Therefore, clinicians working
during Shabbos onset should try to wash their face
and hands with hot water shortly before Shabbos

comes in.

Dressing for Shabbos

The Gemara teaches that Shabbos attire should be
distinct from weekday clothing. The Shulchan Arukh
echoes this, urging the selection of finer clothes for
Shabbos. The Mishnah Berurah (262:6) rules that this
practice applies even when one is alone or away from
family and community, as the attire is a personal
reflection of the spirit of Shabbos. For healthcare
professionals in the hospital, this does not necessitate
traditional Shabbos clothing but can be as simple as

choosing a professional outfit or accessory considered

superior to regular wear while adhering to the
hospital's dress code. Even in surgical specialties
where hospital scrubs are mandated, effort should be

made to include a distinctive accessory for Shabbos.

2. Lighting Shabbos Candles

The second positive aspect of Shabbos observance is
the Shabbos).
Halchikilly, one of the key applications of this is in the

oneg Shabbos (literally enjoying
lighting of candles, which sets a peaceful ambiance
and is an obligation for both men and women. One
who is married may have their spouse light candles at
home and say the blessing, which releases them from
the obligation to light candles themselves. If one's
family is not home or one does not have a spouse, it
would be ideal to find a way to light in the hospital in
a place such as an on-call room that is your private

residence for eating and sleeping for the night.
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Due to fire safety regulations, lighting a fire in a

hospital is prohibited; the accepted practice is to use
electric lights. Some opinions hold that one can use a
brocho on electric lights, while others recommend
lighting them without a brocho. Whether a brocho is
made or not, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ruled that
it is preferable to use an incandescent battery-powered
light as it is most halachikly analogous to a candle.
However, some authorities also hold that the use of
non-battery-operated  electric  candles is also
acceptable. As these rulings are a matter of debate, we

recommend consulting with your personal Rabbi.
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3. Making Kiddush in the Hospital

The third positive commandment of Shabbat is zechirat
Shabbat, which is a mandate to remember and verbally
acknowledge the significance of Shabbat formalized by
Chazal by reciting the Kiddush over a cup of wine.
Although Kiddush is a time-bound mitzvah, both men
and women are equally obligated as it is considered a
core element of Shabbat observance. Once Shabbat
begins, neither men nor women should eat or drink
anything, including water, before reciting or hearing
Kiddush.

Kiddush should be recited using a kiddush cup as an
added respect for the mitzvah if possible. While
disposable cups are permissible according to most
Poskim, a non-disposable cup is preferred. Clinicians
on shift should make Kiddush on nonalcoholic grape
juice. If grape juice is unavailable, there are specific
alternatives for Friday night and Shabbos day kiddush,
including the use of bread, cake, or important drinks
(chamar hamidina) according to specific guidelines.
For Friday night, in the absence of grape juice, the
next best option is to use two whole loaves of bread
(as will be described shortly) or even a piece of bread
if loaves are not available (Shulchan Aruch OH 272:9;
Mishnah Berurah 274:2). In the absence of bread,
Kiddush can be made over cake or cookies made from
wheat, barley, rye, oats, or spelt that one should
intentionally eat enough of to wash one's hands for
(Shemirat Shabbat Kehilchatah 53:7). If none of these
options are available, an important drink (chamar
hamidina) such as fruit juice may be used (Lev
Avraham 14:23). If for whatever reason one missed
Friday night Kiddush but can do it Shabbat morning,
recite the evening Kiddush without the "Vayechulu"
passage (Shulchan Aruch OH 271:8; Shemirat Shabbat
Kehilchatah 40:57).

The decision tree for Shabbat morning Kiddush is
different. If wine or grape juice is unavailable, one
should go straight to use natural fruit juice, (Shemirat
Shabbat Kehilchatah 53:9), and only then bread or
cake or cookies (Shemirat Shabbat Kehilchatah 53:11).
How to Make Kiddush over Bread: When making
Kiddush over
Kiddush while covering and holding the bread, then

bread, wash hands first, recite the
uncover and say "Hamotzi Lechem Min Haaretz"
instead of "Borei P'ri Hagafen," and finish the Kiddush
with the bread covered again (Shemirat Shabbat

Kehilchatah 53:15).



